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SUBJECT:DENKTASH VISIT TO WASHINGTON, MAY 25 

1. DURING ONE-DAY VISIT TO WASHINGTON, MAY 25 TURKISH 
CYPRIOT LEADER DENKTASH MET WITH HIRC, CLARK CLIEFORD, AND 
SENATOR MATHIAS. SMALL RECEPTION WAS HELD IN HIS HONOR AT 
TURKISH EMBASSY. DENKTASH MAY RETURN TO WASHINGTON JUNE 6 
EOR EURTHER MEETINGS ON THE HILL. 
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2. MEETING WITH HIRC LASTED ONE HOUR, WITH ELEVEN MEMBERS 

OE COMMITTEE PRESENT. DENKTASH WAS REASONABLE, MODERATE AND 
EORTHCOMING THROUGHOUT, AND SEEMED TO MAKE VERY POSITIVE IM- 
PRESSION. HE DESCRIBED IN EVEN AND UNEMOTIONAL TONES THE 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS HAD LIVED PRIOR 
TO 1974; HE EXPLAINED APRIL 13 PROPOSALS, EMPHASIZING THE 
WIDE MARGIN OE FLEXIBILITY BUILT INTO THEM; AND HE UNDER- 
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SCORED HIS READINESS TO RESUME THE DIALOGUE WITH THE GREEK 
CYPRIOTS AND TO MEET WITH KYPRIANOU AT ANY TIME. QUESTION- 
ING THAT EOLLOWED WAS ERIENDLY. CONGRESSMAN HAMILTON SUB- 
SEQUENTLY GAVE PRESS CONEERENCE IN WHICH HE SUMMARIZED MAIN 
POINTS OP MEETING AND GAVE DENKTASH VERY FAVORABLE RATING. 

3. AT MEETING WITH CLIPPORD, DENKTASH SAID THAT HE HAD AP- 
PRECIATED OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEP HIRC AND THAT HE FELT HE HAD 
SUCCESSPULLY COMMUNICATED HIS FLEXIBILITY AND DESIRE TO 
RESUME DIALOGUE. HE SUMMARIZED CURRENT TURKISH CYPRIOT 
POSITION ON NEGOTIATIONS, EMPHASIZING THAT GREEK CYPRIOTS 
WERE INTRANSIGENT PARTY AND THAT SOMEONE (U.S.) WOULD NEED 
TO "CUT THE BRANCH ON WHICH THEY WERE SITTING." HE NOTED 
THAT A MEETING BETWEEN ECEVIT AND KYPRIANOU WOULD IMPLY RE- 
VERSAL OP THE WHOLE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND EPFORTS TO RESOLVE 

THE CYPRUS PROBLEM, WHICH WERE POUNDED ON THE INTERCOMMUNAL 
PORUM. KYPRIANOU, BASICALLY, WAS EMBARKED ON AN EGO- 
SATISFACTION TRIP, SAID DENKTASH. 

4. REPERRING TO HIS EARLIER MEETING WITH CLIPPORD IN 
PEBRUARY 1977, DENKTASH NOTED THAT HE AND THE WHOLE TURKISH 
SIDE HAD BEEN UNDER GREAT STRESS AT THAT TIME. IN THE PIRST 
PEW MONTHS ALTER HIS INAUGURATION PRESIDENT CARTER HAD BEEN 
SEEN BY THE TURKS AS BEING COMPLETELY PRO-GREEK, AND HENCE 
THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE SUSPICION AS TO THE PURPOSES OP THE 
CLIFPORD MISSION. DENKTASH SAID THAT HIS VIEWS OF THE AD- 
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MINISTRATION HAD SINCE BEEN PROVED WRONG, AND THAT HE NOW 
RECOGNIZED THAT THE TURKISH SIDE COULD HAVE PERFORMED CON- 
SIDERABLY BETTER IN EARLY 1977. (CLIPFORD LATER TOLD DEPT- 
OPF THAT HE APPRECIATED THIS APOLOGY BY DENKTASH POR HIS 
BAD BEHAVIOR IN FEBRUARY 1977). 

5. IN RESPONDING TO DENKTASH'S PRESENTATION, CLIPPORD 
REVIEWED THE ADMINISTRATION'S DECISION TO SEEK REPEAL OP 

THE EMBARGO AND NOTED THE ARGUMENTS THAT HE WAS EMPLOYING 
WITH CONGRESS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WAS 
CONPRONTED WITH NO EASY TASK, BUT THAT WE WERE COMMITTED 
TO OUR PRESENT COURSE AND WOULD PERSIST. ANYTHING PURTHER 
THAT THE TURKISH SIDE COULD DO TO DEMONSTRATE ITS FLEXI- 
BILITY ON CYPRUS WOULD BE MOST VALUABLE; WE HAD TO BE ABLE 
TO SHOW THAT THE TURKISH SIDE HAD RESPONDED POSITIVELY TO 
OUR DECISION TO SEEK REPEAL OP THE EMBARGO. 

6. WHEN ASKED BY CLIFPORD ABOUT HIS HEALTH, DENKTASH SAID 
THAT HE WAS SUPFERING PROM CALCIUM DEPOSITS IN HIS SPINE- 
AN AILMENT HE ATTRIBUTED TO HIS DAYS AS A WRESTLER. HE HAD 
HAD TREATMENTS IN LONDON. VANCE 
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